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Book Reviews
lonising Radiation: Levels and Effects.
A Report to the United Nations Scientific
Committee. 2 Vols. U.N. Publication
No. E.72. IX. 17 and 18. pp. 447.
New York, 1972. Price $14.00.
As the introduction states, this is the
sixth of substantial reports to the United
Nations General Assembly on the effects
of atomic radiations. The emphasis and
detailed treatment of material is different
in the successive Reports, but with some
overlaps mainly due to updating and exp-and-
ing the topics in view of new information.
For example, the 1962 Report contains an
extensive chapter on fundamental radio-
biology and general somatic effects-topics
not detailed in the present Report.
The four main chapters in this Report
are:
(i) Sources and doses of radiation.
(ii) Genetic effects of radiation.
(iii) Effects of radiation on the immune
response.
(iv) Radiation carcinogenesis.
The initial " chapters " are meant to be
only brief statements and summaries of
conclusions; the value and " meat " of the
publication is in the annexes. The first
annex gives a wealth of detailed informa-
tion-some 170 pages-on doses received
from environmental, medical, occupational
and " miscellaneous " (e.g. luminous time-
pieces, electronic products, heart devices,
etc.) exposures. The second annex gives
about 100 pages to genetic effects, 70 to the
effects on the immune response, and about
the same to radiation carcinogenesis.
The three " effects " are well chosen in
the sense that they are clearly interrelated
to some extent: disturbances of the genome
are obviously relevant in carcinogenesis,
and immunodepression does predispose for
carcinogenesis.
The material is authoritatively handled-
as expected from the standard of previous
Reports; the text is clearly written and is
amply documented with figures and exten-
sive tables. Extensive lists of references
conclude each section. For the sheer infor-
mation it contains this Report is excellent
value; for the clarity of presentation it
deserves praise.
L. G. LAJTXA
Controlled Therapeutic Trials in Cancer
UICC Technical Report Serie8. Vol. 8.
Geneva 1972. Obtainable from the Inter-
national Union Against Cancer, P.O. Box
400, 1211 Geneva, 2, Switzerland. Price
£1.20.
This book gives in detail criteria which
should be met when instituting a clinical
trial in malignant disease. Aspects of docu-
mentation, statistics, ethics and new trends
are all considered. The greater part of the
publication is, however, devoted to a list
of such trials which have been registered
with the U.I.C.C. Information Office in
Paris since 1968.
Meeting Announcement
FIFTH INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS OF RADIATION
RESEARCH
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, U.S.A.
This meeting will be held in Seattle from
July 14-20, 1974 under the sponsorship ofthe
International Association for Radiation Re-
search and the Radiation Research Society.
The Congress provides an excellent milieu
for the exchange of new ideas in radiation
research and .the incomparable beauty of
the setting in Seattle should make this a
memorable experience for all.
The organizing Committee and the IARR
are making every effort to keep costs at
a minimum and group travel is being
arranged from Europe, South America,
Australia, Japan and within the United
States, depending on the numbers of parti-
cipants. From London there will be at
least one charter flight and it is hoped that
the cost will not exceed 250-300 dollars.
All correspondence should be addressed
to:
W. K. Sinclair,
Secretary General, 5th International Congress
of Radiation Research,
Argonne National Laboratory, Argonne,
Illinois 60439, U.S.A.